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3.  AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

To analyze potential environmental impacts that could result from the implementation of the Proposed
Action, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has compiled extensive information about the
environments that could be affected.  The Department used this information to establish the baseline
against which it measured potential impacts (see Chapter 4).  Chapter 3 describes (1) environmental
conditions that will exist at and in the region of the proposed repository site at Yucca Mountain after
the conclusion of site characterization activities (Section 3.1); (2) environmental conditions along the
proposed transportation corridors in Nevada that DOE could use to ship spent nuclear fuel and high-
level radioactive waste to the Yucca Mountain site (Section 3.2); and (3) environmental conditions at the
72 commercial and 5 DOE sites in the United States that manage spent nuclear fuel and high-level
radioactive waste (Section 3.3).

DOE obtained baseline environmental information from many sources.  These sources included reports
and studies sponsored by DOE, other Federal agencies (for example, the U.S. Geological Survey), and the
State of Nevada and affected units of local government.  Affected units of local government include Nye
County, which is the county in which the repository site is located, by DOE decision as allowed under the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act, as amended (this EIS refers to the amended Act as the NWPA), counties
contiguous to Nye County (that is, Clark, Lincoln, White Pine, Eureka, Lander, Churchill, Mineral, and
Esmeralda Counties in Nevada and Inyo County in California).  In addition, DOE has sought input from
Elko County, Nevada, which could be affected by transportation activities associated with the Proposed
Action.

DOE received reports from the State of Nevada and affected units of local government during the EIS
scoping process, informally from local government personnel, and formally during ongoing interactions
between DOE and State and local governments.  The subjects of these reports include socioeconomics,
cultural resources, hydrology, transportation planning and emergency response, and resource supply.
DOE evaluated these reports and, where appropriate, they are discussed in individual resource area
sections of the EIS.

3.1  Affected Environment at the Yucca Mountain Repository Site at
the Conclusion of Site Characterization Activities

To define the existing environment at and in the region of the proposed repository, DOE has compiled
environmental baseline information for 13 subject areas.  This environment includes the manmade
structures and physical disturbances from DOE-sponsored site selection studies (1977 to 1988) and site
characterization studies (1989 to 2001) to determine the suitability of the site for a repository.  This
chapter and supporting documents, called environmental baseline files, contain baseline information for:

• Land use and ownership:  Land-use practices and land ownership information in the Yucca
Mountain region (Section 3.1.1)

• Air quality and climate:  The quality of the air in the Yucca Mountain region and the area’s climatic
conditions (temperature, precipitation, etc.) (Section 3.1.2)

• Geology:  The geologic characteristics of the Yucca Mountain region both at and below the ground
surface, the frequency and severity of seismic activity, volcanism, and mineral and energy resources
(Section 3.1.3)

• Hydrology:  Surface-water and groundwater features in the Yucca Mountain region and the quality of
the water (Section 3.1.4)




